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of our district’s most challenging
times, they continue to show up for our
neighborhoods and community mem-
bers who are most wvulnerable. They
have spearheaded annual holiday cele-
brations for our seniors, provided
workshops and assistance for pregnant
mothers, and uplifted the graduating
high school students of Highland Park
by awarding scholarships to support
them in their academic pursuits.

This is our district’s strength. I am
honored to uplift the 40 years of sister-
hood, service, and strength of the
women of Zeta Phi Beta’s Kappa Rho
Zeta Chapter and their many out-
standing contributions to the residents
of Highland Park and 13th District
Strong.
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HONORING WAYNE COUNTY RESIDENTS LOST TO
COVID-19

Ms. TLAIB. The people define my dis-
trict and its history, so it is essential
that I give reverence to the residents
who are among the 500,000 people in the
United States who lost their lives as a
result of the coronavirus.

I would like to honor a valuable
member of the community who has
passed, Ms. Abena Hogan.

Ms. Hogan was born and raised in De-
troit and was a proud daughter of our
community.

She began her first career in public
service working for southeast Michi-
gan’s regional public transit system.
After 20 years of service, Ms. Hogan
briefly retired before she was called
back into service to work for our
Wayne County Clerk.

Ms. Hogan took immense pride in
serving the people of Wayne County,
and Ms. Hogan believed deeply in the
power of the people and grassroots ac-
tion. She will be dearly, dearly missed.

I also want to give tribute to a very
highly respected public servant. This is
Wayne County Sheriff Benny Napoleon.
He left a tremendous mark on our com-
munity and the community that he
truly loved to serve.

Benny Napoleon served as our Wayne
County Sheriff from 2009 until the time
of his death. His love for Detroit and
its people was unwavering. His tenure
as Wayne County Sheriff was marked
by his work to reduce inmate popu-
lations by utilizing alternatives to in-
carceration and employing electronic
tethering.

Napoleon was well-known for his per-
sonality and his big heart, and he had
a smile that would just light up a
room.

Shortly after his death, we lost yet
another public servant in our district,
Mayor Dan Paletko.

Mayor Paletko served the Dearborn
Heights community from 2004 until his
death late last year. He prioritized
making Dearborn Heights a welcoming
place for all of its residents to call
home and was especially proud of his
city’s rich cultural diversity and rec-
reational resources. His pride in Dear-
born Heights was evident in his dedica-
tion.
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We will continue to honor the memo-
ries of not only the mayor, the sheriff,
and Abena, but also the countless other
residents of 13th District Strong who
have lost their lives to this deadly dis-
ease.

Wayne County Sheriff Benny Napo-
leon, Dearborn Heights Mayor Dan
Paletko, and Abena Hogan are three of
more than 16,000 Michigan residents
who have lost their lives to COVID.

It is essential that our families who
have suffered such a great loss this
past year get the resources and support
they need from our government so that
they do not face financial struggles and
hardship because of the pandemic.

We must act now. Our families and
our communities can’t wait any longer.
Our families deserve recurring pay-
ments. Our local communities deserve
direct aid. Our residents deserve to be
vaccinated, and our students deserve to
be educated in a safe environment
where they can not only learn but
thrive.

So today, I rise in remembrance of
those we have lost due to COVID but
lean on the strength and the resiliency
of my district who deserves more.

————
STUDENT PHILANTHROPISTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
two students in my district, Penn-
sylvania’s 156th Congressional District,
who have gone out of their way to bet-
ter their communities recently. After
reading about their work, I felt that
they deserved this recognition.

Richard Clark is a student at Mount
Aloysius College in Cresson, Pennsyl-
vania. Richard is an MBA student and
decided to use a class project oppor-
tunity, assignment, as an opportunity
to help the Keystone Regional Fire and
Rescue Department. He helped the
president of the fire department write
an application, a grant application,
that resulted in a $10,000 grant to ben-
efit that organization and, certainly,
the citizens, families, and communities
that that emergency service organiza-
tion serves.

Before serving in Congress, I spent
nearly 30 years as a State-certified vol-
unteer firefighter. It was an honor to
serve my community, and I know first-
hand how big of a deal, how big of a dif-
ference those funds can make in a
small-town company in a rural area.
Dave Fulton, president of the fire com-
pany, said that the funds would be
combined with support from the coun-
ty to purchase a new radio system.

Richard’s professor, Dr. Leah
Spangler offered high praise, saying:
“I’m just so happy to have a student
who is so invested in an organization
to really do this kind of work for them.
It’s so much more than a grade for a
class that you can do something so
positive for the community.”
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I would like to thank Richard for his
hard work, his dedication, and his com-
mitment to serving his community.

In Indiana, Pennsylvania, a 17-year-
old mnamed Lily Palfrey recently
reached the highest service level pos-
sible in 4-H by completing her Dia-
mond Clover project.

Lily’s father, Sergeant Frank Pal-
frey, has spent more than 30 years with
the Army National Guard, serving as
the inspiration for her service project.
She collected more than $9,000 in dona-
tions and sent more than 150 boxes
filled with personal care items to our
National Guard troops, our citizen war-
riors who are deployed overseas.

Accompanying her service project is
a video called ‘“We Serve Too,” a pres-
entation that Lily developed through
her church to share the stories of mili-
tary families.

Though she has fulfilled her service
project obligation, Lily continues to
collect morale-boosting donations like
board games, snacks, and coffee.

I am encouraged by the kindness and
the generosity of both Richard and
Lily. Thank you to these two for their
spirit of service.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF CALVIN C.
GOODE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Calvin C.
Goode, a civil rights leader and long-
est-serving Phoenix City Council mem-
ber in the city’s history.

Mr. GooDe passed away in December
2020 at the age of 93, but his impact on
Phoenix will be felt for generations to
come.

Calvin moved to Arizona with his
family when he was just 10 months old,
and later had to move across the State
to find a high school that would enroll
Black students. He eventually grad-
uated from Carver High School in 1945
and went on to earn a master’s in edu-
cation from Arizona State University.

In 1971, Calvin became only the sec-
ond Black American ever elected to the
Phoenix City Council. In his 22 years
on the council, Calvin advocated for
historic preservation, affordable hous-
ing, more accessible neighborhoods,
and educational programs such as Head
Start.

Calvin was married to his wife,
Georgie Mae Goode, a Phoenix activist
and educator, for 55 years.

As we continue to celebrate Black
History Month, I would like to recog-
nize and share my appreciation for Cal-
vin C. Goode’s commitment to the
Black community in Phoenix and to
advancing the lives of young people in
the city. His spirit will be missed, and
his leadership will be felt for years to
come.
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RECOGNIZING PARTNERSHIP BE-
TWEEN FLORIDA INTER-
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY AND THE
JOHN S. AND JAMES L. KNIGHT
FOUNDATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. GIMENEZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a transformational
partnership announced in my
districtbetween Florida International
University and the John S. and James
L. Knight Foundation.

In what will become a national model
for public-private collaboration to
meet industry needs and further fuel
the current momentum for technology
and entrepreneurship in South Florida,
the Knight Foundation has made a $10
million gift and FIU a 10-year commit-
ment of $106 million to catalyze the de-
velopment of the local tech ecosystem.

Today, FIU is Miami-Dade’s top 50
public research university and is a top
producer of minority graduates in
STEM fields. This partnership will
strengthen FIU’s standing, allowing for
the doubling of computer science grad-
uates, researchers and making FIU a
hub for research in artificial intel-
ligence, smart robotics, bioinformatics,
biodevices, and digital forensics.

I am proud of the work we did at the
county level when I was the mayor of
Miami-Dade County to make Miami
and our South Florida communities a
world-class destination for tech entre-
preneurs. The resources and support for
accelerators, incubators, our colleges
and universities, and all the places
that serve as creation centers for inno-
vation through the use of technology
has positioned South Florida as a lead-
er in the economy of the future.

I look forward to everything this
partnership between FIU and the
Knight Foundation will do for our
South Florida communities.

—————

JAZZ & FRIENDS DAY OF SCHOOL
AND COMMUNITY READINGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Minnesota (Ms. CRAIG) for 5 minutes.

Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to participate in the HRC Foundation
Welcoming Schools Jazz and Friends
Day of School and Community Read-
ings.

Each year, this day is meant to in-
spire caring community members to
join together to affirm the rights of
trans and non-binary youth and show
support for LGBTQ children and youth
to have safe, affirming, and welcoming
schools and communities.

To take part in this year’s readings,
I am proud to stand on the floor of the
U.S. House of Representatives to read
from ‘“When Aidan Became a Brother,”
by author Kyle Lukoff:

When Aidan was born, everyone thought he
was a girl. His parents gave him a pretty
name. His room looked like a girl’s room.
And he wore clothes that other girls liked
wearing.
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But as Aidan got bigger, he hated the
sound of his name. He felt like his room be-
longed to someone else. And he always
ripped or stained his clothes accidentally-on-
purpose.

Everyone thought he was just a different
kind of girl.

Some girls had rooms full of science ex-
periments and bug collections.

Lots of girls didn’t wear dresses.

But Aidan didn’t feel like any kind of girl.
He was really another kind of boy.

It was hard to tell his parents what he
knew about himself, but it was even harder
not to.

It took everyone some time to adjust, and
they learned a lot from other families with
transgender kids like him.

Aidan explored different ways of being a
boy. He tried out lots of names until one
stuck. They changed his bedroom into a
place where he belonged. He also took much
better care of his new clothes.

Then one day, Mom and Dad had some-
thing to tell him.

“I’'m going to have a baby,” Mom an-
nounced.

““A baby,” Aidan said? ‘‘Does that mean I
get to be the big brother?”’

““Of course,” said Dad, ruffling his hair.

Aidan thought that being a big brother was
an important job for a boy like him. He
wanted to make sure this baby would feel
understood right away.

The baby needed clothes, so Aidan and his
mom went shopping. There were so many
choices! Would the baby like seahorses or
penguins better?

‘“‘Are you having a boy or girl?” asked a
lady.

Aidan didn’t like it when people asked if he
was a boy or a girl, and he hoped the baby
couldn’t hear yet. He was glad when Mom
just smiled and said, ‘“‘I'm having a baby.”’

The baby’s room needed to be painted, so
Aidan and his dad went to the hardware
store. Dad chose a gallon of sky-blue paint,
and Aidan added a puffy-cloud white.

‘“‘Are you excited for your new brother or
sister?’’ asked the paint guy?

“I’m excited to be a big brother,” Aidan
said.

The paint guy looked confused. Aidan
could tell that he wanted to ask a different
question, and he was glad to have his dad
there.

The big rollers were fun to paint with.
“This room feels just like being outside,”
Aidan exclaimed. He had always felt trapped
in his bedroom before they fixed it, but his
new sibling wouldn’t have to feel that way.

‘“You’re right,” said Dad. ‘“Let’s make
some shapes in the clouds.”

Every baby needs a name. Aidan loved get-
ting to choose his own, but he remembered
that it had been hard for his parents to let go
of the name they gave him. He looked for
names that could fit this new person no mat-
ter who they grew up to be.

Babies needed someone to read to them, so
Aidan practiced and practiced and practiced.

Dad wanted to teach Aidan how to change
diapers. “Um, maybe later,” said Aidan. He
decided that picking flowers for his mom was
more important.

Two weeks before the baby’s due date,
Aidan started to worry. Maybe he should
have picked different clothes. The blue walls
might be too bright. He wished he could ask
the baby which name they liked best.

Mom came to tuck him in. ‘“‘Are you feel-
ing okay, sweetie?”’ she asked.

Aidan put his hands over where he thought
the baby’s ears would be. ‘Do you think the
baby will be happy with everything?”’ he
whispered. ‘I don’t want them to feel like I
did when I was little, but what if I get every-
thing wrong? What if I don’t how to be a
good big brother?”’
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Mom hugged him tight. ‘“When you were
born, we didn’t know you were going to be
our son. We made some mistakes, but you
helped us fix them. And you taught us how
important it is to love someone for exactly
who they are. This baby is so lucky to have
you, and so are we.”’

The next morning, Aidan found the boxes
of his old baby pictures. He looked so dif-
ferent back then! It hadn’t been easy, but he
liked the boy he was growing into.

Maybe everything wouldn’t be perfect for
this baby. Maybe he would have to fix mis-
takes he didn’t even know he was making.
And maybe that was okay.

Aidan knew how to love someone, and that
was the most important part of being a
brother.

————
0 (1030)

REMEMBERING NOREEN REALE
FALCONE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. KATKO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of my dear
friend Noreen Reale Falcone, who
passed away on February 6, just shy of
her 84th birthday.

Quite simply, Noreen led a remark-
able life. She was a lifelong educator, a
passionate philanthropist, and a cher-
ished community leader who lived her
life in service to others.

A Syracuse native, Noreen started
her career working as an elementary
school teacher. There she developed a
passion for helping young people
achieve their dreams and become well-
rounded adults who strive to make the
world more just and humane.

Even before she started teaching, No-
reen always focused on philanthropy.
Her family recounted a time to me
when she was a child and received a
new bicycle for Christmas. Instead of
keeping it for herself, she gave it to
someone less advantaged than her.
That is Noreen.

In adulthood, she served on countless
charitable boards, an incredible
amount of boards that she was on. She
also served as president of the board of
trustees at Manlius Pebble Hill School
and in a wide range of roles at her alma
mater Le Moyne College.

In recognition of Noreen’s contribu-
tions to education and her service to
the community, in 1998, Le Moyne
named its library the Noreen Reale
Falcone Library.

Beyond her love for education and
philanthropy, Noreen was a devoted
wife, mother, and grandmother. She
leaves behind her beloved husband of 60
years, Michael, better known as Mick-
ey, 4 kids, and 13 grandkids. She so
loved her grandkids and her kids that
she actually put statues in her yard so
when they weren’t there in the later
years, she could look out and be re-
minded of them when she sees these
statues. That is the kind of person she
was.

She was also a woman of strong
Catholic faith who was an active pa-
rishioner at St. Mary’s of the Lake in
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